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TODDLERS

BIBLE STORY

Jesus tells the disciples to
let the children come to Him.
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SURE TR e WHO LOVES YOU?

JESUS LOVES YOU.

MORNING TIME

When you go into your child’s room this month, say, “Good
morning! Who loves [child’s name]? Yes! Mommy/Daddy loves
[child's name], and so does JESUS! Jesus loves [child’s name]!”

DRIVE TIME

As you drive, tell your child to look for big things. Each time he/she
points out something big, say, “Jesus’ love is bigger than a [name
of object]!” Flip the roles so you name big things you see. Have
your child say, “Jesus’ love is bigger than a [name of object].”

CUDDLE TIME

Cuddle up wth your child this month and pray, “Dear God, thank
You for giving us Jesus. Thank You that Jesus’ love for us is SO big
it will never, ever, EVER go away. Please help [child’s name] always
remember that Jesus loves him/her. We love You, God. In Jesus’
name, amen.”

BATH TIME

Place your child in the bathtub as it is filling with water. Say, “Look!
The water is getting deeper. It's touching your knees. It's getting
deeper. It's touching your toes. It's getting deeper. It's touching your
belly.” As you bathe your child, say, “This water is deep, but Jesus’
love is even deeper! His love is SO deep you can't touch the bottom
of it! His love for you is THAT big!”

BASIC
TRUTH JESUS WANTS TO BE MY FRIEND FOREVER.
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PARENTING THROUGH THE TERRIBLE TWOS

By Cheryl Jackson

Life can be challenging and
unpredictable. And, if you're parenting
a two-year-old, you're guaranteed this
year will have plenty of both. That
sweet baby who used to cuddle in
your arms has not only learned how to
walk, but now he can run away from
you—and fast. That little angel whose
smile used to light up your world can
now smile at you as she drops your
phone—into the bathtub.

Personally, I've seen enough to know
the phrase “terrible twos” wasn't
invented without reason. There are
days in this phase when “terrible”
may seem like the only word to
characterize the state of your home,
your schedule, and your patience.
This is the phase when a toddler
suddenly explodes with personality.

It's the moment they fall to the floor
screaming because you cut their
sandwich the wrong way. Or you bring
them the milk they asked for, and
they realize they really wanted juice.
Or you tell them they aren't allowed
to do that completely irrational thing
they were just trying to do, and the
world suddenly falls apart. Yes, you
will have moments this year when you
stare, wide-eyed, at the determined
child in front of you and wonder,
What am | supposed to do with this?

The answer, even though it may not
seem true in the moment, is really
what it has always been: Love. It's the
thing every selfish, stubborn, crazy-
headed toddler needs most.

When my grandson Amari was two,
he told me he loved me for the first
time. Each time he said it, he put
his whole body into it. It was like he
couldn’t say it loud enough or strong
enough. He just had to let me know
that HE LOVED ME!

This year your toddler is becoming
more independent. But that means
when he shows you love and
affection, he does it because he
chooses to. When she tells you she
loves you, she says it because she
means it. And as the parent of a
two-year-old, you'll discover you
have more love inside you than you
ever knew possible. It's a shouting-
match kind of love that will see you
through the tantrums. It’s a love that
may catch you off guard as you find
yourself captivated by this adorable,
growing, bundle of personality.

For more blog posts
and parenting resources, visit:
ParentCue.org
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